
The Flyer range of 
semi-rigids have 
been on the market 
for a number of 

years, but the brand has 
now been taken over by 
William Brevantani of the 
BWA Group and has been 
completely redesigned by 
renowned Italian designer 
Christian Grande. The 
Flyer range now consists 
of the Vintage 660 and 
the Sportage 660 and 
560 models. New models 
are planned to be added 
next year and all of them 
will sport this unique 
‘retro’ shape that we are 
seeing here. The Vintage 
is different in the colour 
scheme and choice of 
equipment, but the hull and 

deck shapes are the same 
on both the Vintage and the 
Sportage.

At fi rst glance, one is 
struck immediately by 
memories of classics from 
bygone days such as the 
early Riva motor boats 
and the Ford Thunderbird 
coupe of the 50s. The 
soft, rounded shapes are 
accentuated by the aqua 
green retro colour scheme. 
Looking closer, one sees 
details such as the chrome 
wing defl ectors that evoke 
further memories of early 
automobiles, and the 
dashboard and two-tone 
upholstery also come into 
play to present a unique 
and high-quality style.

Our test drive started 

with a light breeze and 
calm seas but they soon 
kicked up to short 0.5m 
waves, which gave us a 
taste of how she would 
cut through the water. The 
hull shape is brand new 
and features a deep-V hull 

with a pronounced forward 
section that cuts handily 
through the waves. The V is 
continued all the way to the 
23°  long-shaft transom, 
and the voluminous hull 
is strengthened by two 
moulded-in spray rails. The 

FLYER VINTAGE 660
This is a smart and unusual semi-rigid from the iconic Flyer marque in Italy. Introduced at 
the Paris Boat Show in November 2010, we had a chance to see her on the water and test-
drive this exciting new product in Sardinia.

TECHNICAL

RIBS ON TEST
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shower and the recessed 
boarding ladder are both 
handily positioned here. 
I particularly liked the 
canopy storage locker 
that is placed aft of the 
aft bench seat. This is one 
of the best designs that I 
have seen that stores the 
canopy canvas quickly 
and effectively while still 
attached to the folded 
canopy supports. It is 
completely hidden away.

The rest of the deck 
confi guration features a 
large forward sunning area 
equipped with the same 
two-tone upholstery. I liked 
the comfortable backrest 
that the rounded buoyancy 
collar provided, which, 
unlike sharply pointed 
bows, offers much more 
room in this area. Two or 
more people can easily 
stretch out comfortably 
here. Underneath the 
cushions are large storage 
areas for all the equipment 
you are likely to need on a 
6m boat, and I was struck 
by the level of quality that 
the inner surfaces of the 
lockers and their hatches 
are fi nished to. The bow 
locker contains the electric 

FLYER VINTAGE 660

The extravagant center console is a feast for the eyes. I peticularly 
appreciated the s/s handrail when I was co driving in the front bech seat

The styling is carried through to the transom and swim grids either side 
of the engine. The “fi ns“ mounted on either cone ends are reminiscent 
of early American cars. 

The bow sunning area is very comfortable for 2 (or more) using the 
rounded buoyancy tubes as back and heaqdrests. Plenty of handholds too.

FIRST LOOK

FIRST LOOK

lower spray rail does an 
excellent job of being the 
main water defl ector.

The hull shape is 
enhanced by the solid 
anchor system recessed 
in the bow. An electric 
winch is provided that 
allows effortless anchor 
setting and retrieving. 
This brand-new hull and 
deck design incorporates 
an aft boarding grid either 
side of the engine that 
looks purposeful and well 
thought out. The freshwater 
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The freeboard height at the transom 
suggest plenty of buoyancy 
at the back end.

I was struck 
by the level of 
quality that the 
inner surfaces of 
the lockers and 
their hatches are 
fi nished to.
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anchor windlass and the 
space for the anchor chain 
and rode.

The centre control 
console is a fi nely sculpted 
piece that is an integral 
part of the boat’s styling. 
It is roundly curved and 
topped with a generous, 

tinted windshield and a 
solid, fl owing handrail of 
polished stainless steel. 
Other fi ttings adorn the 
front of the console, such 
as the port and starboard 
navigation lights, the fuel 
fi ller cap and the iconic 
Flyer logo. Standing 
behind the console, one is 
impressed with the layout 
and the fi ttings; there is 
so much to take in. The 
overall impression is the 
continuation of the retro 
theme that the whole 
dashboard evokes. The 
custom steering wheel, 
the rear-view mirror, the 
instruments … One expects 
to see a column gear shift 
lever behind the wheel, but 
that function is taken by the 
single-lever control on the 
dashboard. The six chrome 
push-pull switches add a 
nice fi nishing touch.  

Our test boat was fi tted 
with a Honda 90 and was, 
in my opinion, a little 

underpowered for a test 
boat. The maximum rated 
horsepower is 175hp, and 
if that had been fi tted we 
would have got a better 
idea of her high-speed 
capabilities. Nevertheless, 
our test boat is in service 
with a rental fl eet operated 
by our hosts, The Flyer Club 
of Sardinia, so we made do 
with what we were given. 
The performance fi gures 
show respectable speeds 
through the RPM range 
and the boat handled quite 
well and very predictably. 
Turning through a full 
range of manoeuvres, she 
did not show any negative 
tendencies. Going through 

TECHNICAL

RIBS ON TEST

the chop that materialised 
later in the day she was dry 
and comfortable and I could 
do nothing to make her 
misbehave. I put her in full 
astern and she remained 
level, with only a small 
amount of water coming 
through the deck drains. 
This quickly emptied, as 
did the contents of the  
transom well when moving 
ahead. I asked my co-driver 
to take the helm while I 
tried the various seating 
positions. The driver’s 
bench seat has room for a 
passenger and I was able 

Plenty of walk space down the sides. 
Note: the elegant fuel cap and nav lights
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Elegant armrest for the aft bench seat which folds fl at for sunbathing. Aft: fresh water shower and handrail.

PERFORMANCE DATA
TEST CONDITIONS
Calm sea with swells up to 0.5m, wind 
5-15 knots, 2 people on board, 200L of 
fuel, 13¾”x17 3 - bladed propeller

1000rpm:  3.4 knots
2000rpm:  6.0 knots
3000rpm:  9.8 knots
4000rpm:  20.5 knots
5000rpm:  26.1 knots
5900rpm:  31.0 knots

Time to plane: 5.5 sec
Cruising speed: 22 knots at 4500rpm
Maximum speed: 31 knots at 5900rpm
Est. fuel cons.: 37L/h at 5900rpm

There is plenty 
to do in this 
boat both when 
cruising and 
stopped.
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WHAT WE THOUGHT
POINTS WE LIKED
The styling and retro ‘look’, attention to 
detail, fi ne quality of fi ttings and fi nish, 
seating layout, luxurious appointments, 
all-inclusive equipment with few options, 
good hull performance, dry ride

POINTS TO IMPROVE ON
Driver’s seat leaning bolster was too low 
and uncomfortable, not obvious where 
to fi t GPS chartplotter screen on the 
dashboard

to fi nd good handholds for 
my safety and comfort. 
There was good legroom 
and a very substantial 
handrail situated under 
the dashboard. Moving to 
the aft bench seat, I found 
the same comfortable 
upholstered foam with an 
elegant folding armrest in 
the middle. There is plenty 
of legroom for long legs 
and plenty of handholds 
provided by the folded 
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TECHNICAL DATA
FLYER VINTAGE 660
Overall length: 6.60m
Inside length: 5.48m
Overall beam: 2.54m
Inside beam: 1.40m
Weight (boat only): 1000kg
Tube diameter: 56cm
Tube material: Neoprene Hypalon
No. of compartments: 5
No. of passengers: 13
Max horsepower: 175hp
Recommended Hp: 135hp
Fuel tank capacity: 200L
Price (inc VAT): €75,000

STANDARD EQUIPMENT
• Flagpole in stainless steel 
• Compass with built-in lighting 
• Console including cover 
• Customised vintage hull colour 
 scheme and livery and Boat cover 
• aft sunbathing cushions / supports  
• Bow sunbathing cushions /supports 
• GRP bow moulding, electrical panel 
• Integrated swim platforms 
• Shower + tank, 200L fuel tank 
• Driver’s bench seat with bolster 
• Telescopic ladder 
• Hydraulic steering system 
• Teak decks 
• Refrigerated compartment 
• Retractable bimini top 
• LED navigation lights / mooring light

OPTIONAL EXTRAS
• Road trailer 
• Stereo system 
• GPS chartplotter 

OUTBOARD ENGINE
Outboard engine: Honda 
Horsepower: 90hp 
Cycle: 4-stroke 
Maximum RPM: 5900 
Cylinders: 4 
Cylinder capacity: 1496cc 
Weight: 163kg 
Power-to-weight ratio: 2.33kg/hp  

PRICES (INC VAT)
From: €75,000

MANUFACTURER
Flyer SRL Via Lombardi 3, 20070 
Dresano (Milan) Italy www.fl yerpowered.
eu Contact: Marketing manager Fabrice 
Boyer at fboyer@bwa.it

THE DRIVER’S VIEW
I was delighted to try such an 
innovative and unique boat. 
At last, here is a builder trying 
to do something di� erent and 
they have managed to pull it 
o� . The shape and proportions 
of the boat, in my opinion, 
are absolutely correct. I really 
liked the � t and � ttings used 
in trying to achieve the retro 
look, and the attention to 
detail. It was a pity that the 
test boat was � tted with only 
a 90hp engine as it was slow 
and a bit sluggish unless you 
had reached max speed. I am 
sure that it would be a great 
boat to drive with a 130/150hp 
or even the maximum 175hp. 
However, I could not fault the 
layout of the console and the 
instruments. The deep-V hull 
shape seemed � ne for the 
conditions and she handled 
well, but we could not get it 
above 31 knots. I can de� nitely 
see a market for this boat in lots 
of di� erent countries where 
something new and di� erent is 
the di� erence.

for sunning when going 
slow or stopped.

There is plenty to do 
in this boat both when 
cruising and stopped. 
The driver’s bench seat 
contains a refrigerated 
cooler for serving 
chilled drinks and the 
impressive bimini can 
be erected quickly 
(after you get used to 
the system and keep 
it well lubricated). 

This boat will 
defi nitely turn 
some heads 
wherever it goes.

bimini top frames stowed 
alongside on the tops of 
the tubes. This bench seat 
can fold fl at for sunning or 
even adopt a 45° reclining 
position, which I found 
most relaxing for slow 
cruising speeds in fl at 
water. I didn’t try sitting in 
the bow area as this is only 

There is plenty of space to 
stretch out and relax after 
a ski or a swim, or you 
can just sit and admire the 
console and dashboard and 
all the fi ne, detailed retro 
equipment and fi ttings 
that are supplied. There is 
hardly anything else to buy 
except a trailer, and I would 
defi nitely get at least a 
130hp engine.

CONCLUSION
A unique boat that is a 
pleasure to just sit and look 
at, as it’s a ‘classic’ – very 
comfortably appointed, 
with an excellent fi nish 
throughout and with fi ne 
attention to detail. This 
boat will defi nitely turn 
some heads wherever it 
goes. A solid performer 
too with the right engine – 
90hp is just too small.
Tim Fleming 

The moulded bow is well fi nished and 
supports the mooring cleat. Note the smart 
s/s anchor in position, ready to be launched 

by the electric windlass.
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